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Abstract

This study examines the effects of the so-called “Arab Spring” on the topics covered
by cinema between 2010-2019. It is built on the premise that these films address
profound and bold issues. The films represent realistic topics of relevance to the
society such as women, poverty and issues related to the marginalized and oppressed.
Also, they deal mainly and critically with the domination of power in the Arab
culture which consists of three authorities (the ruling regime, religion and society) in

addition to the revolution and rebellion of individuals against those authorities.

This study is intended to conclude and highlight the notion produced by the Arab
revolutions in cinema, [.E. the study of the Arab revolutions from the standpoint of
cinema. The sample includes a collection of feature-length dramas belong to the
category of alternative films produced in different Arab countries after the outbreak

of the Arab spring revolutions.

This study is based on the approach founded by the French philosopher Gilles
Deleuze, whose main theory was divided into two parts/systems of image in cinema.
The first system: a classical traditional system pre-world war two (image/action). The
second system: the modern system that followed the world war (image/time), which
has been the approach carried out in the new realism. It revolves around the fact that
the event in cinema didn’t become an action (image/action), but rather an acoustic
and optical state (image/time). The study also aims to discover the themes produced
by the cinema after the Arab revolutions and underline the political and moral

dimensions of the image/time by clarifying the social expression in modern cinema.

The study is based on a hypothesis indicating that post-Arab spring revolution films
mainly discuss how human life is strongly dominated by the regime and the society.

Moreover, it shows how people were affected by those revolutions in terms of their

\Y



Arab societies on the one hand, and how this oppressive situation has contributed to
spark a revolt against those two powers. To answer the previous questions, the study
focused on examining and analyzing the concepts introduced in such films using the
approach that was found by the French philosopher Gilles Deleuze whose hypothesis
contains two main features that have to do with cinema and its development: the one

that preceded the Second World War and the one that followed it.

The study followed up the alternative cinema and its inception on an international
scale, highlighting the one that appeared in the Arab world which led to a full
understanding to such a low-cost cinema that 1s distinct with a cast of actors, not
necessarily professional ones, and an independent production system. The study also
touched upon the important role of “revolutionary cinema” in Latin America,
especially novo cinema that was found in Brazil and that has a significant role in
criticizing the social and political situation, and inciting people to rebel against the

colonial policy.

The study illustrated the great effect of young filmmakers’ perceptions on the film
story as they belong to “authors’ cinema “in which the filmmaker is the author as

well who uses pictures to express his thoughts and ideas.

The study concluded that cinema had significantly changed after the so called “Arab
spring “, for it became deeper and started to address issues of interest to people, in a
way beyond shallowness and over consumption. These films dealt with issues of
poverty, women, marginalized and oppressed groups. They succeeded in breaking
norms and reflect the actual situation and the stark reality. Those films mainly and
critically discussed the domination of the three powers (regime, society and religion)

on human life,

Vi
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